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Three SDRS Board Positions Up for Election 

RepresentaƟves for County Commissioners (incumbent Elmer 

Brinkman—Watertown), JusƟces, Judges, and Law‐trained 

Magistrates (incumbent JusƟce Steven Zinter—Pierre), and 

Municipal Employees (incumbent Karl Alberts—Aberdeen) are 

running unopposed in this year’s elecƟon. Because all 

candidates are running unopposed, no postcard ballots will be 

mailed out to each candidate’s respecƟve group. All 

representaƟves will serve the next four‐year term. 

ElecƟons for representaƟves to the SDRS board are held each 

spring. The representaƟves’ terms begin July 1, are four years 

in length, and expire on a staggered schedule. 

This special elecƟon issue of Outlook is intended to provide 

members with basic informaƟon on the candidates seeking 

elecƟon to the board of trustees. All biographical informaƟon 

is printed as submiƩed by the candidates. 

AddiƟonal quesƟons on qualificaƟons or philosophy should be 

directed to the candidates. 

Election Newsletter2015 

This Year’s Election 
2015 

 County Commissioners 

 Justices, Judges, and Law-trained 

Magistrates 

 Municipal Employees 
 

Upcoming Elections 

2016 

 Board of 

Regents 

Employees 

 State 

Employees 

 School 

Boards 

 

 

2017 

 County 

Employees 

 Elected 

Municipal 

Officials 

 Retirees 

 State 

Employees 

 Teachers 

2018 

 Classified 

Employees 

 Public 

Safety 

Employees 

 Teachers 

Justices, Judges, and Law-trained Magistrates Unopposed: No Ballot Issued 

Steven L. Zinter is a JusƟce on the South Dakota Supreme Court. He began serving as a trustee in 1995, and 
has served as vice chair of the Board since 2005. He is elected by Supreme Court JusƟces, Circuit Court Judges 
and Magistrate Judges. 

JusƟce Zinter received his B.S. and law degrees from the University of South Dakota. Before joining the 
Supreme Court in 2002, he was a circuit judge in Pierre. Before becoming a judge, he was engaged in the 
private pracƟce of law and also served as an Assistant AƩorney General and as the Hughes County State's 
AƩorney. JusƟce Zinter is a past trustee of the Harry S. Truman FoundaƟon and has served on a number of 
other boards and commissions. He and his wife have two children and three grandchildren. 

Jus ce Steven 
Zinter 

Incumbent 



Elmer Brinkman has served 30 years as a Codington County Commissioner, and member of the Board of 
Trustees of the South Dakota ReƟrement System for 24 years. He has served as Chair of the SDRS Trustees for 
21 years. 

Brinkman is a graduate of Dakota Wesleyan University and the Iliff School of Theology. He has earned the 
Chartered Life Underwriter designaƟon from the American College at Bryn Mawr, PA. He has been in the life 
insurance and reƟrement industry for 37 years. 

Elmer is married to Barbara. They have 4 grown daughters who are married and in various capaciƟes work in 
medical fields. Seven grandchildren are now part of the Brinkman extended family. 

During my years on the board, we have strived to deliver the most benefits at the least cost, and to make the 
system as fair to each covered member as we possibly can. I have enjoyed the opportunity to serve in this 
capacity and would like to conƟnue doing so, if the County Commissioners of this state will support my effort 
to be re‐elected to the SDRS Trustees.     

Elmer 
Brinkman 
Incumbent 

County Commissioners Unopposed: No Ballot Issued 

Municipal Employees Unopposed: No Ballot Issued 

Karl M. Alberts has been the Finance Officer for the City of Aberdeen, SD since 1997. Prior to this posiƟon, Karl 
worked as an auditor with the South Dakota Department of LegislaƟve Audit, reviewing the State’s Medicaid 
program, internal service funds, and various departments. Karl is a graduate of Northern State University with 
a Bachelor’s degree in Business AdministraƟon (AccounƟng). He is a member of the American InsƟtute of 
CerƟfied Public Accountants. Karl is past president of the South Dakota Governmental Finance Officer 
AssociaƟon and Bethlehem Lutheran Church and is acƟve on several state and community boards, including 
the SDML Workers CompensaƟon Board, SDML Board, Chair of the SDML Audit CommiƩee, and member of 
the SDML General Government policy commiƩee. Karl and his wife, Donna, have two daughters in Aberdeen. 

As an SDRS Board member since 2010 and his experience as a Finance Officer and auditor, Karl feels he would 
have a posiƟve influence on the SDRS Board. The SDRS is a stable system and will conƟnue to be important in 
the reƟrement decisions municipal employees will be making. “I would like to conƟnue to take an acƟve role 
in assuring the SDRS will be a strong system long into the future for municipal employees.” 

Karl 
Alberts 

Incumbent 

This special issue of Outlook is produced to communicate informa on about candidates seeking a posi on on the SDRS Board of Trustees. It is published with funds 
provided through the contribu ons of teachers, school boards, state government, state employees, county commissions, county employees, municipal governments, 
and municipal employees. 4,000 copies of this document were printed on recycled paper by SDRS at a cost of $0.184 per document. 
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